
The local councils run the services we use 
every day including:

Community: 

Decisions on which 
local charities and 
centres get funding

Environment:

Bin collections, 
local parks, 

pothole repairs

Education:

Local schools and 
adult learning (such 

as ESOL)

Housing: 

Social housing, 
homeless support, 

landlord regulations

The local elections are 
where you select your 
local representative 
who will advocate for 
you. They are known 
as your councillor. 

Eligibility in England is based on your 
nationality and residency. To vote on 7 
May, you must be registered at an 
address in the West Midlands (for West 
Mids elections) and be 18 or older.

• British & Irish Citizens - Yes
• Commonwealth Citizens - Yes (If 

you have “leave to remain” or don’t 
need it)

• EU Citizens (the EU5) - Yes (If you 
are from Poland, Portugal, Spain, 
Denmark, or Luxembourg)

• Other EU Citizens - Yes (If you 
lived in the UK before 31 Dec 2020)

• Refugees - Only if from a 
Commonwealth country

• Asylum seekers - No
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Why the elections 
matter

Who can vote

 The Event: Local elections take place on Thursday 7 May 2026. You are 
voting for Councillors who manage your housing, schools, and local services.

 Who Can Vote: British, Irish, and Commonwealth citizens with permission to 
stay. EU citizens can vote if they are from the “EU5” (Poland, Portugal, Spain, 
Denmark, Luxembourg) or lived here before 2021.

 Who Can’t Vote: Asylum seekers and refugees from non-Commonwealth 
countries cannot vote in England yet.

 Voter ID: You must show a photo ID (like a BRP, passport, or driving licence) 
to vote in person. If you don’t have one, you can apply for a free “Voter Authority 
Certi>cate.”

 Key Deadline: You must register to vote by 20 April 2026.


